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The Distribution of "?ayy" in Classical Arabic within the Framework of the
Contemporary Theory of Linguistics
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The study aims at investigating the distribution of ?ayy'in classical
Arabic in the light of the contemporary theory of linguistics. The study
shows that "?ayy' has non-interrogative uses besides its use as a question
word. It is argued that the non-interrogative uses of '?ayy' can be accounted
for by assuming that non-interrogative ?ayy' can only be grammatical in

non-veridical contexts and thus it is a polarity item according to
Giannakidou's notion of non-veridicality.
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"A linguistic expression @ is a polarity item iff:
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(i) The distribution of @ is limited by sensitivity to some semantic

propertyﬂ of the context of appearance; and

(ii) B is (non)veridicality, or a subproperty thereof:

ﬂ €{veridicality, nonveridicality, antiveridicality, modality,

). . . . . . . . ops "
. 'intensionality, extensionality, episodicity, downward entailingness}
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